“BALTIMORE, AUGUST 30, 1833, 


"AP. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


We return our thanks to Bro. Hopper, for the 
following account “of the Centreville Camp- 
meeting, it is more patticufarly welcome at this 
times We. ptesume the most of our Superin- 
tendents have been prevented from furnishing 
reports of the camp-meetings, for the want of 
time, growing out of their personal attendance 


rious places. We shall expect a flood of reli- 
giousintelligence very soon, as those meetings 


have been generally prosperous. - 
For the Methodist Protestant. 


Clinton Hall, August 19, 1833. 


Dear Brother,—Our Camp-meeting at Hiber- 
nia, was well sustained by our friends. We had 
upwards of thirty tents, most of them large and 
well filled. The preaching was plain and prac- 
tical, and was greatly blessed to the oonerne 
tions. The meeting at first was very dull, but 
concluded most successfully. There were sup- 
posed to have been about forty converts. Sev- 
enteen -have joined us in this county, and we 
understand there are others waiting for an «p- 
portunity io doso, There were some convert- 
ed among our Easton friends, but I have not 
learned how many have joined our church there. 
‘There are a number of respectable young men, 
who were awakened at the meeting, who de- 
clare that their purposes are fixed to be Chris- 
tians. Our members are greatly stirred up; and 
a number of these, who were very gay as well 
as the young converts, have determined to lay 
aside their useless ornaments, and to re away 
from them their gaity of dress. This I consid 
er to be a great point gained, as our church has 
suffered much’ from our 8 conforming too 
much to the spirit and fashions of the world.— 
We are looking for better days. Our people 
seem to be earnestly desirous to grow ip grace. 
The Rev. Wm. McKenny, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, preached for us on Sunday 
morning, and manifested much of that brother- 
ly affection which should always characterize 
the gospel minister. He observed thathe should 
have felt himself dishonored, or words to that 
effect, if he had remained in the neighborhood 
and had not united with us in our meeting. At 
the old side camp, the week before, he preach- 
ed a most liberal sermon; and condemned, ip 
strong terms, sectarian bigotry. I have known 
him for many years, and have always found him 
far above the little low prejudices which are in- 
dulged in by little and contracted minds. The 
following ministers were at our meeting, who 
all laboured faithfully, viz: Brothers John 8S. 
Reese, J. Webster, A. Webster, Easter, Pear- 
son, Rawleigh, Levi R. Reese, Stockton, Mo- 
Kee, Hanson, Cox, Herritage, and Collier.— 
They all carry with them the affections and 


thanks of dur people for their faithful and suc- 
cessful exertions among us. Yours, &c. 
oe B. Hoprer. — 


in tapid succession on those méetings in van 


mee 


- 


VIRGINIA. 

Petersburg Cireuil, August 1, 1833. 

Mr. Editor,—By appointment of the last 
annual conference, I commented laboring on 
this circuit some time in February last: for some 
time there was no partiodlarexcitement among 
the people, but they apparently sat under a sad 
and tedious night of darkness; (though the con- 
gregations were ‘both large and serious;) but 
‘bless the Lord, the night i# past, and the golden 
chariots of the morning of deliverance hasten 
forward. We have more Oritess of the divine 
influence at all our meetings, and the cause of 
religion and Protestant Methodisin keep a 
steady march. With the “sword of the Spirit, 


Redeemer’s kingdom triumph, and Satan's em- 
pire demolished, Raye Organized two 
classes, which appear to be ‘‘strong in faith, 
giving glory to God.’ ‘Several have joined us 
at other plages in the circuit, (principally from 
the barren mountains of sin.) Our members 
are both lively and active in the cause of God, 
and seem disposed to hold up the hands of their 
watchmen, “who blow the trumpetin Zion, 
and sound an alarm in God’s holy mountain.” 
Our unstationed ministers labor both arduously 
and successfully—they have the cause at heart. 


We held a watch-night at Lebanon, on Sun-| 


day night, the —— of July, which was attended 
by a very large concourse of people. The 
power of the came down and made the 
place awful; and vet glorious on account of his 
presence. There were a number of penitent 
souls who came forward, and d “what 
they must do to be saved?”—one professed to 
find peace. At most of our appointments we 


have a number of penitent souls, enquiring the}. 


way to Zion, who are from time to time, direct- 


ed to the ‘Lamb of God, which taketh away| 


the sins of the world.” The Lord of hosts is 
with us, the ‘God of Jacob is our refuge.”’ 


| W. G, Sup’t. 
the Methodist Protestant. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Trough Creek, Huntingdon Co. August 7, 1833. 


Dear Brother,—I'take the liberty to inform 
you, that the cause’of Temperance has advanc- 
ed here with a rapidity truly gratifying to all the 
lovers of Zion; of their country, and of their 
fellow men. The change already effected, is 
morally vissible: And yet its progress is loudly 
opposed both in and outof the church!! While 
many in opposition to previous thoughts and 
feelings, have been constrained to declare that 
the cause of temperance is holy; and,.is destin- 
ed to conquor. | 

That it is the cause of God, we have not the 
least reason to doubt; since he has in so many 
instances owned every inch of the path of tem- 


ATARTONT 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


which is the word of God,’’ we expect to see the | 


} <P. We intend to have: a Camp- 


| 


for a c@ngregation, strictly temperate, will give 
‘better feed to the word. thin of 
‘moderate, of even occasidhal drinkers. Thefe 
are two stores in thie village, one of which h 
entirely abandoned all traffic in intoxicat 


drink. 

Religion is advancing, but I mitch regret 
say that the eristence of whiskey as \a 
beverages and of sectarian bigotry in professors, 
are among the most prominent obstacles to its 
more genetal diffusion: I ‘sititerely trust the 
Lord will speedily overrule both for good.’ 
I have on your pa- 
you will bear with me, while 


tie 


[assure you that the highly seasonable advite _ 


ufiderthe editorial head of your Ju 
the 12th, pleased | 
“Love to God, to m6 another, and our énc- 
essential Gualit 
dispensed with by tie Gari 


and cultivate love, charity and brotherly afféc-_ 


tion, oppose and object to the cultivation of | 


them by othera:-—Now, this is certainly adding 
to the evil complained of. And although they 
are not classed with the common enemy, yet so 
close is the affinity, that thé latter are ae 

congratulate them. in theif success. For my 
own part, | can most cordially unite with auy im 
opposing the common foes but with none, in 
humbler of each other to do good. 
.Yours, &c. Ropert 


‘opposing the 


here, of which Mr. Doyle wishes the President 
to be reminded, as he looks to him for help»— 
The books you were pleased to forward; will, 
I learn, shortly arrive, 
| the Methodist Protestant, 
OHIO. 

Tiffin, Seneca County, August 14, 1833. 
Dear Brother,—I am now on my way to the , 


.Waine Camp-meeting, which commences to- 
‘|morrow. Our Camp-meeting clo 


Ow. yesterday. 
A brief history of it, I doubt not, will be ac- 
ceptable to you and our brethren in general. It 
commenced on last Friday, on the land of bro. 
Shanefeldt, near Lower Sandusky. Brother 
David Howell, Superintendent of Waine circuit, 
was with us, and all our unstationed preachers, 
save brother Sptague; brother Howell» Idbored 
very hard and successfully, and indeed all the 
preachers labored as if they thought of nothing 
but the salvation of sinners, and thie all-atonin 
sacrifice of Jesus.. The preachers manifes 
reat unity of feeling and sentiment, and exhib- 
ited that love and tenderness toward other 
that will always secure the blessing of mighty 
God. There were ten ministers and preachers, 
and a few exhorters. We commenced our work 


‘in the name of Jesus-——The first text was. 


am the door.” John x. 9 It took some time 


rance by a blessed outpouring of His Spirit: 
Nor need this be wondered at, since it prepares 
men for attending the preaching of the gospel; 


always necessary and expedient that the. memy- 
bership unite with the ministry, in order that the 


| ba PUBLISAED 


and cannot be 
ans. Andit may 
‘be truly remarked, that all who refuse to chérish 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


works may revive, and that especially on| good effect; the congregation. gaye serious at. 
amp-meeting occasions. After we were thus| tention; after the congreyition. was dismissed, 
ark. of the Lord moved forwards—| the class was met, and O! it was delightful Can exist only in social union with vir- 
then a eh a tremble like unto Belshazzar, |time; two offered, and were received into class tue, No wonder then, that the profane, the 
and like the jaildr, “what shall I do to be saved?’ jat the Union. . So you see the Lord is with us,} impious, the cruel, the covetous, the intemper- 
‘and a number hose who were at themourn-| and has given.us five precious souls; and I think] ate, the fraudulent, and the licentious shoold 
ers’ bench plea@ing for mercy, arose, Shouting if brether Wallace had been with us, the ia-|renounce this religion. It condemns their 
the high praises of our God, and blessing him | crease would have been gredter:—we want help| practices, and they retaliate by impugning i 
‘that they had come to Camp-meeting. Many indeeds” I wish you could come and help us.) character; ifit be true their rain is inevitablé, 
of these converts have real bright evidences of|I pray that the good Lord would revive his)and hence it ministers to their present peace, to 
. their acceptance with God. I never saw a more) work in your charge at St. Johns. May the} flatter themselves that it is false.. Look abroad 


This religion, whose unsparing denunciations 
are continually issuiug against vice in all its 


happy and peaceable Camp-meeting in my life: 
eae thet on Saturday evening, @ few of 
those sons of Belial, otherwise called inebriated 
sots, appeared on the ground, and made some 
little noise, without interruption of consequence 
io us; and afterwards not a whisper itself was 
heard from this quarter, nothing but peace and 
harmony pervaded our Camp-ground. Yes, 
brother Harrod, this Camp-meeting has removed 
‘great deal of prejudice and bigotry,—lIt has 
laid a foundation for the continuation of a pow- 
erful revival, over the bounds of Sandusky 
circuit. 

The number received into fellowship at the 
close of our meeting was thirtystwo—mearly all 
which were converted to God, Bat how many 
mourning penitent souls went away, whose 
names we did not receive, through their lack of 
opportunity, we knowgpot; but the number 
think is considesable. had received an in- 
crease of seventy-seven members before Camp- 
meeting, and these thitty*two make the whole 
inerease one hundred and nine members. Pray 
for our prosperity. Yours, &c. 

Grppons. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MARYLAND. 
Lyonsville, August 15, 1833. 
Rev. Ect Hewxce, 


Dear Brother,—After our respects to you and 
durs, I would say that oor health is perhaps 
improving. I drop'd a few lines to you a few 
weeks past, informing you of the work of the 
Lord among us, believing that you are always 
prepared to rejoice in hearing of the prosperity 
of our canse and the cause of our common 
Lord. I would inform you that on Monday 
night week, our room was full to overflowing: 
and he that has said “Lo! I am with you,” was 


present indeed. Prayer went up;—God heard; 
—answers descended; and the sincere heart 


, touching, cry was heard from ten penitent souls 


ve males and five females) mercy! mercy! save 
Jesus, save! and before our meeting came 
to an end, four at least were enabled to rejoice 
‘i @ sin pardoning God: then the shout of joy 
burst forth, while the new converts, with over- 
flowing souls, sang glory, glory, glory!! 1 was 
‘in hopes when I came here, that [ should be 
free from all official duties, but 1 am disappoint- 
ed. On last’ Sunday week a class of thirteen 
members was formed, and I was elected Leader. 
‘Last Sunday was brother Wallace’s day; but we 
were disappointed, and the burden fell on bro. 
‘Thomas Richardson and myself, to sustain offi- 
cially, the two appointments; the appointment 
‘at my Own house, I filléd;—the room was full; 
—we'had a weeping time, and a season of re- 
freshing from the good Lord. I gave an invi- 


ation, and three joined my class: we then went 


toth® Union; the congregation there was re- 


Spectable; but the absence of brother Wallace 
was felt indeed: he had been called to attend 
the er ata which was then holding. 
Brother T. R——, spoke to the: people to some 


Lord soon revive his gracious work.—Com 
soon aad help us. Yours, &c. 


Jos. Crark. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
CAMP-MEETINGS. 
Pemberton, New Jersey, August 18, 1833. 


be held near Pemberton, to commence the sixt 
odist Pretestant Church. A cordial invitatio 


to attend. 


al others. Buvp, Superintendent. 


ers have been name: by the President to atten 


Webster, Dr. D. Davis, H. Myers. 
Augtst 21, 1833. 


the Lord against the mighty.” 


of the camp-ground. 
W. G. Warxer, Sup’t. 
A Camp-meeting for Granville circuit, Nort 


Carolina, will commence on Friday, the 27t 
of September next, at Wright’s Chapel, i 


miles S. W. of Warrenton. 
August 19, 1833. 


OPPOSITION OF THE WICKED—A PROOF OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


and profligate. 
{ do not affirm that all infidels are profligate 


The Christian religion must be from God, 
because its principal assailants are the vicious | therein. 


but it is nearly, if not exactly true, that all pro- 


fligates would willingly be infidels. If it should] perseverance. When looking over the word of 
be asked why, if Christianity be sustained by 


unanswerable evidence, is it not more generally 


embraced? I would reply “this is the condem-|sented themselves as being among the most 


nation that light has come into the world and important matters relative to ecclesiastical dis- 
men have loved darkness rather than light, be-| cipline:— 


cause their deeds were evil.” The love of evil] 1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head, 
excites a dislike to the Gospel and a reluctance| Lawgiver, and Governor of his Church. This 
to come to it, lest the evil should be reproved.' appeats from the express declarations of Scrip- 


e}and judge for yourselves if this religion is not 

most bitterly assailed by those whose deficien- 
cies in virtue would be exposed by the close- 
ness of its scrutiny. Ignorance may indueé a 
rejection of the Gospel, but vice is the mere 
prolific source of scepticism, and hence as it 
has been remarked by the justly celebrated Wil- 


A Camp-meeting will, by Divine. permission, berforce, infidelity is more a disease of the 


" heart than of the understanding. Ina word, 


day of September next, on the land of Mr. A. that religion which is the subject of impious 
S. Earl, under the superintendence of the Meth- 


jesting and profane mockery among the profl- 
| Sate, comes home to my heart, from that very 


Ler circomstance, with an additional and forcible 
Relgious Liberty, recommendation of its divine authority.—Rev. 


Wm. M. Engles’ Plea for Religion. 


he following ministers are expected 


nt, viz: A. Woolston, President; Dr. Dunn, ECCLESIASTICAL. 
» Wallace, J. Barlow, Joseph Cramer. A.| — . 
Lane, Thomas Cheesman, H. Harold,and sever- For the Methodist Protestant. 


“a FEW THOUGHTS.—RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 


A Camp-meeting will be held at Hoopman’s| 17° THE METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 
meeting-house, Deer Creek circuit, commenc-| Mr. Editor,—Under this heading, I saw a 
ing September 13, 1833. The following preach-| communication from ‘Bartimeus,’’ in the 22d. 


d| No. of your interesting periodical, which, among 


said meeting, Rev. E. Henkle, A. Webster, J.| other things, contained the following sentence; 


—‘‘Our first solicitude should be, to inquire how 
our constitution and discipline could be made 


miore strictly conformable to the New Testa- 
ment of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” | 
the Mev. have some very strong doubts I must confess, 
tion, made any better, or any more agreeable to 
Master, Preschers rom diferent parts of the| 2e%timent, and highly approve of the good in. 
work, are invited “to come up to the help of tentions of our worthy brother, “Bartimeus;” 


whether any discipline was ever, after its forma- 


God's word; however, I heartily agree with the 


and I shall with all readiness contribute as far 


N. B. The steam care run within three miles | *" it lies in my power to the accomplishment of 


the object he has in view. That our discipline 
is not strictly conformable to the holy Scrip- 
tures, no one can deny that has thoroughly stu- 
h| died the New Testament. Among all the human 
h| creeds and disciplines which I have examined, 
n| (and they are not a few,) I have never seen one 


Franklin county, nearly equi-distant from Louis-| that I believed to be in strict accordance with 
burg and Oxford, on the road leading from 


Bledsoe’s »4 roads to the latter place, and 16 


the Scripture, or exact consistency with itself. 
Some, it must be confessed, approximate much 
nearer truth and consistency than others. It is 
very problematical with me, whether God ever 
intended that any thing ought to be imposed on 
mankind, either as an sifidle of faith, or as a 
rule of ecclesiastical discipline, but what is ex- 
pressed in the holy Scriptures, or can be legiti- 
mately deduced from some clear declaration 
In order to form a code of ecclesias- 
tical regulations in close conformity with the 
s| Scriptures, it is indispensably necessary to search 
these sacred words with docility, prayer, and 


God, in my own way, er the improvement of 
my own mind, the following particulars pre- 


4 
27 


ture, (the Lord) “‘have set my King” 
sus Christ) ‘‘upon my holy hill of Zion.” Ps. 
ii. 6. ‘And he” (God) “hath put all things 
under his’’ (Christ’s) ‘‘feet, and gave him to be 
head over all things to his church.” Eph. i. 22. 
“That we may grow up into him in all things 
which is the Head, even Christ.’’ Eph. iv. 15. 
‘sEven as Christ is the head of the Church.” 
Eph. v. 23. The ‘Master of all believers.” 
ait. xxiii. 10. only Lawgiver.”’ James 
iv. 12, Is. xxxiii, 22, ‘King of kings and 
Lord of Lords.” Rev. xvii. 14, 1. Tim. vi. 15. 


2. The holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament are sufficient in themselves to answer 
every purpose necessary to a a pe the salva- 
tion of mankind, asa perfect rule of faith and 
practise, independently of human laws, regula- 
tions, creeds, and discipiines; as is manifest, 
from the following texts:—‘‘The Law .of the 
Lord is perfect, conveRTING the soul: the testi- 

of the Lord is sure, making wise the sim- 
ple: the statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing 
the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes: the fear of the Lord is 
clean, enduring forever: the judgments of the 
Lord are trve aod righleous altogether.” Ps. 
xix. 7,9. ‘To the law and to the testimony; if 
they speak not according to this word, it is be- 
cause there is no light in them.” Is. viii. 20. 
“I commend you to God and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 
you an igheritance among them that are sancti- 
fied.” Acts xx,28. ‘From a child thou hast 
known the holy Scriptures which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation. * * * ®* Al‘*i 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 


God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works.’ u. Tim. iii. 15, 17. If the 
word of God alone can “enlighten the eyes’’ 
“reprove,”’ ‘‘correct,”’ “instruct in righteous- 
ness,’ “‘make wise unto salvation,” “convert 
the soul,’ “rejoice the heart,’”’ “‘build-the be- 
liever up,”’ ‘make the man of God perfect,’’ and 
‘thoroughly furnish him-unto all good works,”’ 
I do not see the necessity of so much disputa- 
tion about the construction or formation of hu- 
man laws to regulate the life of the Christian, 
as it is impossible for all the human laws on 
earth to do more than make the man of God 
perfect, and thoroughly furnish him unto every 
good work. There is cause to fear :hat those 
strenuous advocates for a multiplicity of “‘eccle- 
siastical regulations,” ‘‘central force,’ ‘‘well 
defined power,’’ “legislative councils,’’ ‘‘eccle- 
siastical legislation,’ &c. have deviated 
from the simplicity of the gospel of Christ, and 
are bewildering themselves and others in the 
mazes of darkness and confusion. Now I chal- 
lenge them to produce one single proof from 


the word of God, that the great Head of the P 
church ever intended that any human creed or 
discipline should exist as a rule by: which his 


people are to be governed. 


2. The ministry in the christian church are 


called out of the world and employed by the Al- 


mighty God alone to discharge the duties ‘of the 
ministerial office. To prove which, the follow- 
ing scriptures are adduced:—‘‘And God hath 
set some in the church, first, apostles; secondly, 
prophets; thirdly, teachers,” &c. é&c. 1. Cor. 


xii. 28. “And he” (Christ) ‘‘gave some, apos- 


tles; and some, prophets; and some evange- 
lists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, forthe edifying of the body of Christ.” 


for instruction in righteousness, that the man of 


METHODIST, PROTESTANT.. 


Eph. iv. 11, 12, ‘The Holy Ghost said, sepa- 
rate me, Barnabas and Saul, for the work where- 
unto I have called them.” Acts xii 2, . “Take 
heed therefore onto yourselves, and to all the 
flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you (episkopous, i. e. bishops, overseers, inspert- 


God.” Acts xx. 28. See St. Paul’s reasoning, 
Rom. x. 14, 15. | 


4. God has particularly, but not exclusively, 
commitied to his his holy word, 
which they are to dispense to mankind. St. Paul, 
in speaking on this subject said, ‘A dispensa- 
tion of the gospel is committed to me.”’ 1, Cor. 
ix. 17. “God hath 
reconciliation.” 11. Cor. v. 18. “God hath 
committed unto us (pul in us,—Greck) the 
word of reconciliation.” m. Cor. v.19. ‘But 
we have this treasure in earthen vessels.’ dc. 
ut. Cor. iv. 7. 

5. God requires his ministerial servants to dis- 
charge the following duties among other things: 
“To preach the to all men’’ indiscrimi- 
nately. Mark xvi. 15. “To teach all things 
which Christ commanded them to observe.” 
Matt. xxviii. 20. ‘To baptize.” Matt. xxviii. 19, 
To warn every man. Col. i. 28. To rebuke the 
sinner before all. 1.'Tim. v.20. Torebuke them 
sharply. Tit. i. 13. To rebuke with all ity. 
Tit. ii. 15. To ordain ministers of the gospel. 
Tit. i.5. To administer the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper. Luke xxii. 19. 1. Cor. xi. 33. 
To pray for the people. Col. i. 9. Jam. v. 14. 
To the flock of God. Acts xx. 28. 1. Pet. 
v. 2. To take the oversight: (Episkopountes, 
i. e. the office of bishops or superintendents) 
thereof. 1. Pet. v.2. To watch over the souls 
of the people that they may be found in the 
faith of the gospel. Heb. xii. 17. To be in- 
stant in season and out of season in the per- 
forming these necessary things. 11. Tim. iv. 2. 
6. Ministers of the gospel are bound by the 
command of God to discharge these duties under 
pain of the divine displeasure in the event of neg- 
lect or dereliction of duty. ‘For necessity is 
laid upon me; yea, wo is unto me, if I preach 
not the gospel.” 1. Cor. ix. 16. “Arise, go unto 
Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it 
the preaching that I bid thee.” Jonah iii. 2. 
“And he commanded us to preach unto the 
people,” Acts x. 42. herein do I 
exercise myself to have always a conscience 
void of offence toward God and toward men,” 
Acts xxiv. 16. 


7. The ministry alone are to exercise ecclesi- 
astical discipline in the Christian church, as 
appears by the following passages of scripture: 
“T will give unto thee’ (Peter, in connexion 
with thy brethren in the ministry. Matt. xviii 18.) 


xvi. 19. 


ous 
+ 


1. Cor. v. 3, 5. 
Alexander whom I have deliver 


so against thee, (the an 


the church in Pergamos,) “ 


ors or superintendents) to feed the church of 


iven us the ministry of 


‘the keys of the kingdom of heaven,’ i. e. the 
ower of admitting proper members to,and reject- 
ing improper persons from the privileges of the 
visible church, which is the house of God. Matt. 
“For I verily, as absent in body, but 
seers in spirit, have judged already, as though 
were present, concerning him” (the incestu- 
person) ‘‘that hath so done this deed * * 
to deliver such an one unto Satan” 
(by excommunication) ‘for the destruction of 
the flesh,’’ (carnal propensities,) ‘that the spirit 
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” 
“Of whom is Hymeneus and 
unto Satan’’ 
(by excommunication) “that they may learn not 
to blaspheme.” 1. Tim. ii. 20. “I have a few! 
minister of 
cause thou hast 


there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, &¢ 
so hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of 
the Nicolaitanes, which thing L hate.” Rey. ji. 
14,15. ‘I have afew things against thee”’ 
(the angel or minister of the church in Thya- 
tira) “because thou sufferest that woman, Jeze- 
bel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach 
and to seduce my servants,” &c, Rey. ii, 20. 
The sin of these two ministers consisted in their 
neglect to excommunicate those false teachers, 
The inference is, God requires his ministers to 
execute ecclesiastical discipline, otherwise it 
would be no sin for them to neglect it. ‘Now 
we command yon, brethren, in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, that you withdraw yourselves from 
every brother that walks disorderly,” 11. Thes. 
iii. 6. Private members may, see the regular 
steps which they are to take respecting ecclesi- 
astical discipline in the following texts: (1) Gal. 
vi. 1, 2, Matt. xviii, 15, 17. (3)1. Cor. v. 
9, 11. mm. Thes. iii. 6, 14, 15. 1, Tim. vi, 5. 
8. The ministerial character is aggressive in 
ifs nature, and the true minister must fulfil all his 
duties (in a certain sense) independent of the 
call, concurrence, or engagement of the le.— 
This idea arises from the circumstance of a Di- 
vine call to the ministry, and it is included in 
almost all those metaphorical expressions em- 
ployed by the inspired writers to designate gos- 
pel ministers; as, ‘‘Stewards,’’ Tit. 1,7. ‘‘Build- 
ers,” 1 Cor. iii. 10. “Planters,’’ 1 Cor. iii. 6. 
‘Labourers,’ Matth. ix. 38. “Fishers,” Matth. 
iv. 9. ‘‘Servanis,’’ Gal. i. 10. Watchmen,”’ 
Oe, > Ixii. & See also, Is. vi. 9. Rom, 
x. 1d, 15. 

9. The ministry are over the laity by the 
Great Head of the Church. ‘‘Kunow them which 
labour among you and are over you in the Lord.” 
1 Thes. vy. 12. ‘Remember them which have 
the rule over you who have spoken unto you the 
word of God.” Heb. xiii. 7. Furthermore the 
laity are commanded to obey them (egoumenois, 
i. e. leaders or guides, ) that have the rule over 
you, and submit yourselves,’ &c. Heb. xiii. 37. 


10. Ali ministers in the Christian Church, are 
equal with respect to office, as appears from the 
declaration of our blessed Saviour. ‘‘One is your 
master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren,” 
Matth. xxiii.8. The terms deacon, elder, and 
bishop, in the original text are all applied to the 
same individual. All ministers indiseriminate- 
ly are commanded to discharge all the several 
duties of the ministerial office, and will be re- 
quired to do so by the Head of the Church. 


ll. Zhe ministers of the gospel are to be ac- 
countable to God only for the faithful discharge 
of their official duty. “They (the ministers) 
watch for your souls as they that must give ac- 
count that they may do it with joy and not with 
grief.” Heb. xiii. 17. See 1 Cor, iii. 12, 15, 

If the foregoing principles are contained in 
the word of God, it follows that all rulesiand 
regulations of a contrary nature are erroneous 
and unscriptural, and ought to be exploded.— 
One grand mistake that e great many well mean- 
ing people have fallen into is, they think that a 
few, or the church, as they express it, have.a 
right to make anyggules or ecclesiastical laws 
they may think pf@per, and excommunicate all 
who will not conform to them. True religion 
consists in confurmity .to the revealed will of 
God, and not in warm disputes. concerning /hu- 
man creeds and disciplines. I absolutely, deny 
that the chureh a ht to. make any 
laws or Feg@lasiOna to be incorporated with, th 
laws of every thing of this kind is 
a virtual rejection of the regal power of Chriat, 
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Indeed} tlre success of the 


_ ednspituous' and glorious, and where 


the ignorance of ner members, and the true 
cause of all the persecution and bloodshed that 
evet afflicted the Protestants of Europe. 

‘As it was the primary object of reform to 
limit the unlimited powers of the travelling 
preachers, there is reason to fear that things may 
be pushed too far so as to prevent the preach- 
ers from doing what God commands them to do. 
if they are prevented from doing what is wrong 
it is enough without obstructing them in the way 
of their duty. No local preacher or layman can 
claim, on scripture authority, any share or par- 
ticipation in stationing the itinerant ministry. 
The itinerants in our church, upon the ground 
of expediency, have conceded this privilege to 
an equal number of delegates fram the laity,but 
riot to the local ministry as such, The laity are 
to recollect that their participating in the sta- 
tioning of the ministry is without precept in the 
scriptures, and precedent in the pure state of 
the church. Now I think it entirely proper that 
the laity should have an equal (if not all) con- 
cetn in the financial business of the church; but 
{ doubt very much whether that rule in the dis- 
cipline which authorizes the Quarterly Confer- 
ence to fix the times and places for preaching, 
consists either with the ministerial call, or with 
the. word of God, as it puts mto the hands of 
the laity that which is between the minister and 
God. But as I know from observation and ex- 
perience that disciplinary errors always grow 
worse, | was not much surprised to find your 
correspondent “W.” proposing that the duty of 
filling the pulpits should be taken out of the 
hand of the Superintendent, and placed in the 
hands of a committee, and thereby empower a 
few laymen to prevent, if they please, the min- 
ister from discharging the duty he owes to God, 
and for which he must give an account to him. 
if this would not be casting the minister into 
outer darkness, it would be certainly binding 
him hand and foot! 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—My attention has been turned 
with much interest to the recent remarks in the 
Methodist Protestant, on the subject of mis- 
sions, and missionary enterprize; the more I see 
on this subject, the more interest I feel. 


~ It has been truly said, that our Lord and Sa- 
viour, Jesus Christ, was a missionary; this is ful- 
ly demonstrated in the New Testament. He 
set ‘an example to his preachers to be imitated 
ia all ages, forthe gospel is to-be preached in 
all mations ere the end shall come. The Apos- 
tles journeyed from villages to cities, and from 
these throughout the different countries, preach- 
ing as they travelled the gospel of the grace of 
God. They, as well as thousands of their suc- 
cexsors felt, and still feel, ‘wo is me if I preach 
the Gospel.’ Theirformer secular callings 
were promptly abandoned, that they might ‘‘call 
sinviers to repentance.” They “conferred not 
with flesh and blood,” neither did they count 
their tathers, mothers, siste@it brethren, or their 
own lives dear, when they beheld the moral de- 
solation of the world—and the consequence was, 

thiat mighty ‘works followed their efforts. 
gospel seems in a 
reat measure to depend on the missi spirit 
the’age’ in which it is preached. here 
there are most devoted, zealous and holy mis- 
dionaries, there the triumphs of are most 
this spirit 
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— 


languishes, either in the body of the church, or} 
in its ministers, there will be but little fruit seen. 
Look at what has been accomplished by faith- 
ful and holy Missionaries during the past cen- 
tury only. Millions of ‘precious souls have been : 
plucked as brands from the burning—they have} ful servants of their Lord and Master, Jesus 
been translated from the kingdom of darkness | Christ. 

into the kingdom “of God’s dear Son”—made , the jw 
children of God, and heirs to that inlieritance | sickle—which is the gospel of Christ. Where 
which is incorruptible. Millions bave died hap- 
py in the Lord, and are now enjoying the privi- 
leges of angels in Heaven, The former mis- 
sionaries have there met their children, begot-| before the reaper! 
ten in the gospel, and together they are striking 
their harps to loudest notes of praise to Him 
that hath loved them. O who can describe the 
happiness of the faithful and successful mission- 
aries of the Cross, whose work has been accom- | bet 
plished, and whose enjoyments are eternally se- The grand means of sustaining and increas- 
cured. Methinks his soul swells with gratitude 
to Christ his Lord, that he ever counted him 
worthy to be ranked amongst his heralds—that 
he was made instrumental in saving so many 
souls from death eternal; whilst with sacred de- 
light he looks on those who were turned to especial manner, makes truth to prevail against 
righteousness through his humble efforts. 
O if there be a saint in heaven whose happi-|* 
ness I covet, it is that of the successful preach- 
in other lands, in other countries, and in other 


cities, 


The Methodists of early times had their labo- culture of holiness. 


rious missionaries, and had them in abundance, by them as individuals and as members of the 
compared to the numetical number of their 


members. Men of God who alone sought the church preparatory both to Revivals and to the 


souls of their fellow men for the purpose of pre- 
senting them as trophies to the cross of Christ. 
But how is it now? They have become a numer- 
ous people, but how few real missionaries are 


found in her extended fellowship. 


the round numbers of their members, 


darkness, 


gathered souls to the fold of Christ by hundreds 
and perhaps by thousands, annually. Had al 


the preachers been faithful, holy, laborious, 
and enterprizing heralds, the United States ere 
this would probably have been converted to 
God—vice and immorality would have hid their 
faces in confusion, whilst the incense of praise 
would ascend from the altar, of our millions to 


God and the Lamb. 


I am fully impressed with the belief that if 
we had more self devoted missionaries, we should 
see greut and marvellous things ere the present 


generation shall pass away, 


Let us then cherish the missionary spirit, and 


Will it be uncharitable to say that the num- 


ber of such is by no means commensurate to} ation, and to those who are fearful of the effect 


We ad- of discipline in disturbing the pcace of the 
mit there are some who possess the true spirit 


of missionaries, and who are willing to forego 
personal ease, family distinction, and public 
fame, that they may carry the unsearchable rich- 
es of Christ to those who are sitting in spiritual 


The time was, when each of the missionaries 


Then let the General Conference take up the 
subject with decision. Let every thing be done 
to bring out preachers possessing a ‘true primi- 
tive missionary spirit, and let the conference do 
what it can to facilitate their usefulness,as faith- 


_ Brethren, the fields are already white to the 


are labourers sufficient to thrust the sickle 
through the souls of the impenitent that they 
may fall like the thousands of stalks Fd grain 
ABEZ. 


MISCELLANY. 


PREPARATION FOR REVIVALS. 


ing these noble projects of benevolence, are to 
be found in the improvement of the private 
religious character of individual Christians and 
churches. Although there are times which are 
technically called Revivals, when God in an 


error in the hearts of men and blows the proud 


knows not how to be denied, Christians should 


tern of piety, and neglect the daily and uniform 


Above all, they should 
remember that there are many things to be done 


Millennium. The author -of the book before 
us alludes to some of them in his answer to the 
question, ‘‘ When may a revival of religion be ex- 
pected?”’—~Amongst the other favorable indica- 
tions of a revival, he mentions the disposition 
in achurch to maintain discipline and the order 
of the Gospel this is a most important consider- 


church; may be suggested an appropriate motto 
from “Paul: ‘First pure then peaceable.’ The 
peace of some churches is like: the peace of 
winter, ‘‘when stones, wood, and stubble are 
frozen in one mass.” Their union is not from 
their being knit together in love—“they are in 
a State of congelation.”” The effect of disci- 
»| pline is to quicken the members in self-examin- 
|| ation, and to put them on their guard lest they 
also be overtaken and fall. God speaks to one 
and another who is tampering with temptation or 
living in a loose manner in regard to their re- 
ligious duties, opening their ears by a solemn 
warning in the exposure of others, and ‘sealing 
their instruction, that may withdraw them from 
their purpose,* and keep them from falling. 
It is a terrible thing to a backslider to see a 
fellow professor cut off from the church; ‘a 
dreadful sound in his ears,’ crying, ‘thus will I 
do unto thee, O Israel!’ It has a good effect 
upon some in the church, on the principle con- 


the missionary character. Jet us only encour-| tained in the words, ‘smite a scorner and the 


age such to enlist in the itinerant. operations of| simple will beware.’ 


It is a solemn expression 


our church as possess this Christ like spirit.—| used by John the, Baptist concerning Christ, 


Let us discoura 


cious at least as the country in which he re- 
sides—and let such be s , 
give evidence that they consider the whole 
world as the theatre of their operations. This 
latter js the kind of preachers we want most, as 


Methodist Protestants. 


‘ed rage every apparent aspirant to| when he says, ‘His fau is in his hand, and he 
the itinerant ministry, who does not furnish in- | 


contestible evidence that he has a soul as capa-| certainly do in the years preceding the Millen- 


will thoroughly purge his floor.” This he will 


nium. . He will come to his churches, and 


pecially encouraged as| purely purge away their dross, and take away 


their tin,’ and ‘Zion shal] be redeemed with 
judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 
‘He will then sit as a refiner and purifier of the 
son of Levi. and thenceforth there shall in no 


A 
and is anti-christian in its nature and tendency. 
The multitade of human laws that obtained in 
the church of Rome, were the remote cause of 
| / 


enter into the gates of Zion the alicircum- 
cised and the unclean.’’, Hence the ehurches 
should begin to prepare themselves for the cum- 
ing of Christ, lest when He cometh he find them 


sleeping. Spirit of the Pilgrims. 
| BIBLE CAUSE. 


From the Reo. J. B. Shaw, boatmen’s 
| Utica, N. Y. May 18, 1833. 
Dear Sir,—While acting as boatmen’s chap- 

lain at this poft, I have ascertained that very 

inany of the boats that pass this place are des- 

titute of the word of God. There are from 1200 

to 1500 boats, it is estimated, that float up this 

long line of waters, exclusively of rafts and 
packets. These boats employ from 8000 to 

10,000 hands, and convey from 150,000 to 175,- 

000 emigrants and passengers. This statement 

however is based upon calculations of past sea- 

sons. Business increases upon this great thor- 
oughfare, and thus new inducements for effort 
to benefit these multitudes are presented.— 

Among the emigrants are numerous families 

from various parts of Evrope as well as from 

New England, crowding their way on the vast 

West. y. congregation, dear brother, is a nu- 

merous one, and many of them are without the 

bread of life. I want to supply every boat with 

a Bible, and every boatman with a Testament. 

I make my “family visits’ on board of boats, 

sometimes whren they are in port, and sometimes 

when under way: therefore I intend to distri. 
bute the Bible with my own hands. I mean it 

shall not be done loosely. J. B.S. 


P. S. The following touching fact may be 
used as you think best. It occurred in Dryden, 
Tompkins County N. Y. Mr. Beach, Presi- 
dent of the Bible Association of that town, at- 
tended our boatmen’s chapel last Sabbath morn- 
ing, and related the incident for our encourage- 
ment. Ido not know that it has been publish- 
ed. ‘‘While the Bible association of D. T-—— 
county, New York, were making exertions to 
supply every destitute family with a copy of the 
book of God, a distributor called at a house 
where he met with an angry repulse. The man 
of the house was full of ‘cursing and bitter- 
ness; he would not suffer a Bible to be left at 
his house. “If left any where,” said he, “it 
shall be left atthe barn.”’ ‘Very well,” the dis- 
tributor meeklv replied, “I do not know as J 
could select a better place for it: our blessed 
Saviour was born in a manger.’ He went quick- 
ly to the barn, and deposited the sacred treasure 
in a safe place, wish much prayer that it might 
bless even him who would not allow it to re- 
main in his house. The man, struck at the un- 
looked for reply of the distributor, was led to 
think of his own rashness and guilt; and espe- 
cially of our Saviour’s birth-place. Afier two 
or three days, his distress became so great that 
he went out to the barn in search of the reject- 
ed volume. He turned to the passage which 
records the circumstance of the birth of the 
divine Redeemer, and read and wept, and it is 
hoped, repented and covsecrated himself to. 
God, through faith in Christ. ‘The once spurn- 
ed book found a place not only in his honse,but 
its truths are recejved into the heart, and con- 
trol the life.” | | | 


Were we acquainted with the way of inter- 
mixing holy thoughts in our ordinary ways, it 
would keep the heart in a sweet temper all the 
day long, and have an excellent influence in all 

eur ordinary actions, and holy performances, 


vy 
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at those times when we apply ourselves solemnly 
to them. Our hearts would be near them) not 
far off to seek and ‘call in, as usually they do, 
through the neglect of this. This were to walk 
with God indeed, to goall the day long as in 
our Father's hand: whereas without this, our 
praying morning and. evening looks bat asa 
formal visit, not delighting in that constant 
converse which yet is our happiness and honor, 
and makes all estates sweet. This would re- 


fresh us in the hardest labor; as they that carry 
spices from Arabia are refreshed wih the smell 
of them on their journey, and some observe that 
it keeps their strength, and frees them from 
fainting.—Leighion. 


BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 1833. 


ITINERACY. 

Article 10 of our Constitution declares, that 

“NO RULE SHALL BE PASSED TO ABOLISH 
AN EFFICIENT ITINERANT MINISTRY.” 

We ask all Christendom if there be such a rule in 
any other church, and so safely guarded by the whole 
church? If so, we have never seen it. Let the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church preachers and people read this, 
and produce its parallel, with all their boasted pre- 
tensions to itineracy. Their preachers, when they 
conceive it necessary either for personal convenience 
or otherwise, may abolish their itineracy. But it de- 
mands a majority of the voices of the members, as well 
as the ministers to abolish it in ours—which chureh Was 
the greatest bulwark in favor of perpetuating ilineracy? 

We know also that there is as much attachment to 
this feature of our economy, at least in the Methodist 
Protestant, as in the Methodist Episcopal church—and 
for the age of the former, we believe greater sacrifices 
have been made in it than in the Methodist Episcopal 
eburch. 

We are acquainted with a preacher who was formerly 
in the unstationed ranks, who had a beloved wife, nine 
sons and one daughter, and could have lived comfortably 
at home, but who, seeing the necessity of an efficient 
itineracy,offered himself to the conference as an itinerant 
minister, to serve the church. He is still in the field 
with a soul full of zeal, and is willing to labor, it is be- 
lieved, extensively, till he dies. Nor is this the only 
instance of great personal sacrifice; there are scores of 
others who have willingly offered themselves without 
stipulating for even food and ‘raiment, that they might 
preach extensively the unsearchable riches of Christ— 
and we believe, rather than our church should be dis- 
robed of this glory of the primitive ministry,others would 
sacrifice their earthly business and their usual domes- 
lic enjoyments, to preach the Gospel, trusting in God. 
With such a spirit in our preachers, and a cor- 
responding attachment to and effort in sustaining those 
messengers of gospel grace.—We ask, how can it be 
possible that the. Methodist Protestant church should 
languish? 

Brethren of the unstationed ranks and of the mem- 
bership, shall not this self-sacrificing disposition be met 
by opening to a far greater extent than evcr; (yea, an 
hundred fold) our purses ‘and our influence to sustain 


these men of God who are charged with messages of 
mercy, grace and peace teal! mankind, 


Let us arise and shake from vestige of covet- 
ousness and love of this world. us bring rene 
our offering of money and other means to carry f 
the good work on the missionary and itinerant plan.— 
Let us each covenant anew with God, that our substance 
and our influence shall be placed under willing contri- 
bution to those who are willing to be the servants of 
Christ and the church. 

So far as we know, our itinerant preachers es ¢ 
we know they wish no other distinction or authority than 
those which will enable them to be useful to the church.— 
We have no ides whatever that they have made the 
sacrifices which have marked the course of their minis- 
try from either the love of fame or authority.—As long 
as this is the distinctive character of our itineracy, they 
are entitled not only to our confidence, but our undivided 


| support; and if we withhold the means of their personal 


and family comforts, we are robbing God—who has 
commanded us to bring these offerings before the church 
for the support of her laborious ministers. 

We think there are some good thingsin the article 
signed “Philadelphia,” but we are persuaded that some 
of the positions are neither supported by scripture nor 
the enlightened sense of the church.—Our readers will 
judge for thomselves. We believe that someof the doo- 
trines Jaid down are at war with the great principles of 
the Reformation, and contrary to the elementary prip- 
ciples and constitution of our church. 

These will no doubt call the atfention of some of our 
writers. If the exploded doctrine should ever again be 
introduced into the church, ‘that a minister is accownt- 
able ontx to God for the discharge of his officia] duty,”’ 
we shall think the dark ages are returning with all their 
horrific terrors, and that the tortures of the inquisition 
are not far behind.--Surely there are few if any, advo- 
cates for such a doctrine in our church.~We know 
none such PERSONALLY, 

There are other exceptionable points, which we for- 
bear to notice; these will easily be recognized by the 
reader. 


— 


PROTESTANT CHURCH IN FRANCE, 


Conversions are frequently occurring from Po- 
pery to Protestantism. The following, is a re- 
cent and remarkable illustration, The town of 
Malaucene, in the department of Vaucluse, 
which is connected with Avignon, where for- 
merly dwelt the popes, from Clement V, to Gre- 
gory IX. has always been under the most bigot- 
ed dominion of the Roman Catholic priesthood. 
On every side are chapels and niches dedicated 
to papal saints; and the true worship of God had 
been superseded by the grossest idolatry, Late- 
ly, however, some Bibles have penetrated the 
place, and the perusal of them has been or 
cuously attended by the blessing of God, M. 
Renous,a pious Protestant minister,hearing that 
some of the people were assiduously studying 
the word of God, and were even preparing to 
throw off the yoke of popery, repaired to the 
}place, and has been labouring among 
them in preaching the doctrines o salvation.— 
The attendance at his discourses has already in- 
creased from twenty totwo hundred: thirty heads 
of families have sent in a declaration to ‘the 
mayor, that they are determined to live and to 
die Protestants; and have demanded the pratec- 
tion of the laws religious body. M. 
‘describes his discourses as ‘being jnterrupted 
with the frequent exclamation of his‘astonished 
and delighted auditors, contrasting the blessed 
ness of simple Christian truth, and’ the offer of 
free pardon through the bload of the Saviour, 
with the follies and penances to which they had 
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Mike occasionally to turn to tle early days 
of Méthiodivm, whether in Europe or America— 
although there are occasional dark spots upon 
its broad dirk, yet, it has shed a light and a 
lustre on both continents. We think remines- 
cences of this kind are well calculated to sus- 
tain the hearts of the present pioneers of the 
Methodist Protestant Church. The extract is 
from the last Methodist Quarterly Number, and 
we are gratified to perceive, that there is an ev- 
ident approximation to a state of improvement 
in this number. 

We have looked over the different numbers 
as they have appeared in hope of culling some 
matter for insertion in our columns, but have 


found scarcely any thing of interest to our 
readers. 

We would take the liberty of modestly sug- 
gesting to the conductors, that we think they 
are but indifferently sustained by their church 
writers. This Quarterly is not what it ought to 
be, nor what it could be rendered, if the abun- 


dant materials were collected, arranged and 
‘forwarded to the editors. 


ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF METHODISM IN 
SAVANNAH. 


To the Editor of the Methodist Magazine and Quarterly Review: 


Dear Brotuer:—In the fourth volame of the 
Methodist Magazine will be found a sketch of 
the rise of Methodism in Savannah. For sev- 
eral years past this has been thought to be ma- 
terially defective; and that there were too many 
important facts connected with the struggle to 
-obtain a standing in this place to be lost in ob- 
livion. Application was therefore made by the 
quarterly’ conference to the writer of the ‘Sketch’ 
to state these facts more in detail. This, per- 
haps, he was better able to do than any other 
person now living, as he was a principal agent 
‘through a great part of the conflict, and person- 
ally acquainted with a number of transactions 
now known to no one else. And as no writer 
had noticed the account of Mr. Wesley in Sa- 
vannah, given in the History of Georgia, it seem- 
ed not entirely improper to take in this matter 
also. According to his ability and opportunity 
he has performed the task. It is off€red to you 
for publication. He has no apology to make. 
“You and the readers will pronounce on its merits 
and defects. Yours, respectfully, 
Lewis Myers. 
Goshen, Effingham co. Ga. Jan. 1833. 

‘The first shall be last’ will emphatically ap- 
ply to Savannah, in regard to Methodism, the 
metropolis in one of the old thirteen states, vis- 
ited by the distinguished founders of Methodism, 
and the last to embrace it. Why this should be 
so, is a question which will obtain acorrect an- 
swer only when it appears before the bar of in- 
finite Wisdom. Before we notice the transac- 
tions which took place in Savannah, it will be 
necessary to step over into England,and glance 
at a few circumstances connected with the em- 
barkation of the Rev. Messrs. John and Charles 
Wesley, for the State of Georgia, then a British 
colony. Inthe university of Oxford, their at- 
tention had been directed to the art of holy liv- 
ingand dying. They and their pious associates 

strictly kept the rules of the university. and of 
the Church, They visited the poor, sick, and 
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to their aid, with such pious instructions as their 
respective circumstances required. This drew 
upon them the title of Meruopists, perhaps in 
allusion to some prior medical department in 
France. This term, then given incidentally and 
by way of reproach, soon became conspicuous, 
and, in time, permanent. Mr. J. Wesley, ha- 
bituated to collegiate studies, had acquired a 
decided preference to a university life. His sen- 
timents on this point had been tested. It is 
remarked, that ‘the benevolent founders of the 
colony of Georgia may perhaps challenge. the 
annals of any nation to produce a design more 
generous and praiseworthy than the one which 
they had undertaken.’* They aimed at nothing 
less than the benefit of both settlers and natives, 
in time and eternity. They felt the need of a 
divine, corresponding with their high, humane, 
and pious views, to accompany, a8 a missiona- 
ry, General Oglethorpe, the founder of the cul- 
ony. Their attention was directed to Mr. Wes- 
ley. They applied to him. It was a trying 
moment. He paused. He consulted with his 
friends. He prayed to God. He caught the 
fire, and yielded. Here appears the rise of the 
missionary spirit in modern times. His atten- 
tion in this was directed to Georgia. But God, 
it seems, designed in this enterprise to give a 
polish to his university education, and so aid in 
preparing him to rouse a sleeping, and direct 
the attention of a waking world. His object 
was to preach the Gospel to the Indians. His 
brother Charles accompanied him as secretary 
to General Oglethorpe, and of Indian affairs.— 
On 6th Feb. 1736, he first set foot on American 


ground, There he and his company kneeled 
down and gave thanks to God. did Colum- 
bus when he first landed on the new world.— 


‘He threw himself upon his knees, kissed the 
earth, and returned thanks to God with tears of 
joy-’ Thus the two Wesleys were the first En- 
glish missionaries who stepped on Georgian 
ground. Some time after their arrival, a mis- 
sionary house was built for their accommoda- 
tion. Mr. J. Wesley had not been two days in 
Savannah, ere he received a catechetical lecture 
by a German minister on one of the most im- 
portant doctrines of the Gospel. After being 
introduced by General Oglethorpe, Mr. Wesley 
desired that he would give him some advice as 
to the course he had best pursue. He replied, 
‘My brother, I must ask one or two questions. 
Have you the witness within yourself? Does the 
Spirit of God bear witness with your spirit that 
you are a child of God?’ ‘I was surprised,’ re- 
marks Mr. Wesley, ‘and knew not what to an- 
swer.’ His tutor saw it, and lowered his tone. 
‘Do you know Jesus Christ? Do you know 
yourself?? This was a subject on which all Ox- 
ford, and nearly all England, was as still as mid- 
night. Mr. Wesley had directed the bent of his 
mind in inquiring how the full liberty of the 
Gospel was to be obtained; but as yet there had 
appeared no one capable of taking him by the 
hand, and of conducting him right to the mercy 
seat. The pearl of great price had been reserv- 
ed until his return to Englaud. 

He soon made efforts to pursue the objects of 
his mission, but found the Indians so involved 
in war and confusion, as to give very little en- 
couragement of success. On Sunday the 7th of 
March he entered on his ministry in Savannah. 
So crowded was the church; so attentive and 
serious the congregation, that his mind was rais- 
ed to the highest summit of favorable expecta- 
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tion. Thesequel will show this was supported. 
In the meantime his brother went to Frederica, 
where General Oglethorpe principally resided, 
and endeavored to take charge of the settlers 
there until he might'see an opening to the heath- 
ens. But his success was by no means in pro- 
portion to his labors. 


Though his brother had interviews with some 
chiefs among the Indians, he never found any 
opening to introduce the Gospel among them; 
he, therefore, continued his labors in Savannah, 
and occasionally at Frederica and other places. 
He plyed himself strictly to the welfare of his 
charge, adhering to the rules and order of the 
Church of England. He also prevailed on the 
most serious of his flock to unite, and form a 
small society,and to meet once or twice a week, 
in order to reprove, instruct, and exhort one 
another. Healso selected out of these a smaller 
number for a more intimate union with each 
other, which might be forwarded by singly con- 
versing with each, and at his own house togeth- 
er, every Sunday afternoon. Thus, in Savannah, 
was the origin of the future classes and bands. 
He also visited his flock from house to house, and 
spared no pains in promoting Christianity among 
them. If the parishioners at large did not re- 
ceive the benefit he intended, it certainly was 
not for want of diligence on his part. He was 
fully employed, dividing his labor among them. 
His own words are, ‘On the Lord’s day the 
English service lasted from five to half past six. 
Italian (with a few Vaudois) began at nine.— 
The second service for the English, including 
the sermon and the holy communior, continued 
from half past ten to about half past twelve.— 
The French service began at one; at two I cate- 
chised the children. About three began the 
English service. After this was ended I joined 
with as many as my largest room would hold,in 
reading, prayer, and singing praise. About six 
the service of the Germans began, at which I 
was glad to be present, not as a teacher, but as 
a learner.’ The reader will observe, that the 
first Sunday school in the English language, in 
Savannah, was established by Mr. Wesley. 


He also engaged in manual employment.— 
‘Three hundred acres having been set apart at 
Savannah for glebe land, he took from it what 
he thought sufficient for a good garden, and 
here he frequently worked with his own hands.’ 
Right in Life of Wesley.) ‘I and my family 
eight in number) did employ all our spare time 
there, (Georgia,) in felling of trees, and clear- 
ing of ground, as hard labor as any negro need 
be employed in.’ (See his Journal.) What an 
example for Methodist preachers of modern times! 
How much better than to plunge into merchan- 
dise, and rise up bankrupts! ‘He continued his 
custom of eating little, sleeping less, and leav- 
ing not a moment of his time unemployed.’— 
(Moore’s Life of Wesley.) Moreover, he ex- 
posed himself with the utmost indifference to 
every change of season and inclemency of 
weather—hail, snow, storm, and tempest. He 
frequently lay on the ground, and his clothes 
and hair would freeze to the earth. He would 
wade up to his breast in waters, and swim over 
rivers with his clothes on, and travel till they 
were dry: and all this without any apparent in- 


jury to his health. Surely, He who numbers the 


hairs of our head was his guardian. ‘In his yvis- 
its to Frederica he met with great opposition 
and much illiberal abuse; in Savannah he was, 
however, rapidly gaining influence, when a cir- 


cumstance occurred which issued in his depar- 
ture from Georgia altogether” = = 
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_ And here the close; of this part of the narra- 
tive would be hastened, had not a writer of the 
‘History of Georgia’ thought proper to ornament 
his book with such details in relation te this 
man of God, as he may have thought best to 
promote his views of Methodism. fore any 
extracts are introduced, it will be necessary to 
glance at his preface, where he says, ‘without 
map or compass he entered an unexplored for- 
est, destitute of any other guide than a few rag- 
ged pamphlets, defaced newspapers, and scraps 
of manuscrips.’ And, in his index, he profess- 
es to give an account of Mr. Wesley’s conduct 
and character taken from his journal by his bi- 
ographers. It should be noticed, also, that he 
lays a great ‘claim to the lenity and indulgence 
critics.. He begins by complimenting Mr. 
Wesley for accompanying General Oglethorpe 
with the ‘intention of making religious impres- 
sions on the minds of the Indians’ and ‘colon- 
ists!’ and gives a picture of his abstemiousness, 
states his having been charged with improprie- 
ties in civiland sacred matters. Among other 
things, that he ‘attempted to establish confes- 
sions, penance, mortifications, @&c. and that he 
called these ‘apostolic constitutions’—all calcu- 
lated to produce ‘civil and religious tyranny.’— 
Where is his authority for all this? Why, ac- 
cording to his own account, ‘ragged pamphlets 
and defaced newspapers!’ ‘That his schemes 
seemed judiciously calculated to debase and de- 
press the minds of the people, to break down 
the spirit of liberty, and humble them with fast- 
ings, penances, and drinking water,’ &c. Could 
this have been a comment of lis own, or did he 
gather it in an ‘unexplored forest, without map 
or guide?” ‘That Jesuitical arts were used to 
bring his schemes to perfection; party divisions 
were made in private families; spies engaged in 
their houses; servants bribed to communicate 
family secrets to him,’ and especially females 
were required to discover to him their secret 
actions, and the subjectof their dreams!!! This 
certainly must be une of the paragraphs for 
which he brings in his ‘claim’ before the ‘critics’ 
for their lenity and indulgence. The storm of 
persecution that broke out upon Mr. Wesley is 
next introduced. As we,are giving an account 
of the rise’ of Methodism at the place where 
the transactions alleged against him are said to 
have transpired, the intelligent reader will in- 
dulge us if we should appear to him a little 

rolix. Our historian goes on, and says, Mr. 
Wesley ‘had preserved a great intimacy with 
Causton, the chief bailiff, and had said some 
tender things to his niece. Siu REJECTED His 
PROPOLALS, having been engaged to a gentle- 
man whom she marriéd soon after.’ This he 
likely states on this lady’s affidavit. On this 
case Mr. Wesley is silentin his Journals. Del- 
icacy and self respect imposed it. Yet the cor- 
rectness may, at least, be doubted. Ist. Be- 
cause the action was brought against him on 
bills before mentioned, with which this case was 


connected, principally at the instance of Caus- 


ton, the chief bailiff. ( Wesley’s Journal.) 2d. 
Said Causton was charged with having ‘threat- 
ened jyrors whose verdict did not correspond 
with his inclination and humor: of low origin;’ 
‘intoxicated with the powers vested in him: 
. proud, haughty, and cruel: that he compelled 
eight freeholders. with an officer to attend at 
the door of the court house; who had orders to 
wrest their firelocks as soon as hé appeared: 
that juries from terror of him could not act ac- 
cording to their conscience: that his head was 
* turned by power and pride: and that he threat- 
~ ened, without distinction, rich and poor stran- 
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Sers and inhabitants who dared to. 
arbitrary proceedings or claimed their just rights 
and privileges, with the stocks, jail, and whip- 
ping post. And that under his ministration 
looks were criminal, and the grand sin of op- 
posing justice to authority was punished with- 
out mercy.’ Also, ‘that irons, whipping posts, 
gibbets, &uc. were provided to keep the inhab- 
itants in perpetual terror. Innocence afforded 
no protection. And to complete the climax, 
for some time there were more imprisonments, 
whipping, &c. of the white people, in this colony 
of liberty than in all British America beside.’ — 
(Hugh M Call’s History of Georgia.) Who 
can make himself appear innocent in such 
hands? And, if such a character could prepare 
and hand in a presentment of grievances for a 
grand jury to sign, which appears from Mr. Wes- 
ley’s Journal that he did, who can even think 
that he used to influence in wording the affida- 
vit of this lady according to his own notion?— 
3d. It appears that in the afternoon of the same 
day, that the said presentment was handed in, 
this lady ‘was examined, who acknowledged that 
she had no objections to make against Mr. Wes- 
ley before her marriage. The next day Mr, and 
Mrs. Causton were also examined, when she 
confessed that it was at her request Mr. Wesley 
had written to Mrs. Williamson on the 5th® of 
July, and Mr. Causton declared, that if Mr. 
Wesley had asked his consent to have married 
his niece, he should not have refused ut.’ (R. 
Watson’s quotation from Whitehead’s Life of 
Wesley.) And 4th, Mr. Moore in a note in 
Wesley’s Life says, ‘I know that she ultimately 
broke it off; but I know also that he did not at 
any time determine on marriage. I had the 
whole account from himself, and I do not know 
that he ever told it ‘to any other person.’ He 
“ee on to say, that ‘thirteen indictments were 
ound against Wesley, by forty-four freeholders!’ 
So writes the Georgia historian. This assertion 
needs some attention. Mr. Wesley, in his 
Journal, states that ‘more than twenty of them 
were inimical to his person and_profession.— 
Also, that twelve of the grand jufors entered a 
protest, three of whom were constables, and six 
more tithing men: who consequently would 
have made a majority had the jury consisted, as 
it regularly should have done, of only fifteen 
members, viz. the four constables, and eleven 
tithing men. Mr. Hampson, who cannot be 
charged with any partiality to Mr. Wesley, ad- 
mits, that when the time of trial approached, a 
jury was packed by his antagonist, composed of 
a Papist, a Frenchman, an infidel, and about 
twenty dissenters and others, who, having per- 
sonal quarrels with Mr. Wesley, had openly 
avowed revenge. This quotation is taken mere- 
ly in self defence. No epithet is intended to 
bear upon any respectable order or individual. 
Surely our author's ‘ragged pamphlets,’ &c. in 
his ‘unexplored forest,’ must have misled him 
unaccountably. However, he pursues, hit or 
miss, for his hero must be censured. ‘It will be 
but just to extract a few observations from Wes- 
ley’s own Journal, as the record has been pre- 
served by his biographers, Dr. Coke and Mr, 
Moore, and then Jeave the reader to draw his 
own conclusions.’ He‘then inttodaces the cir- 
cumstances connected with the introduction of 
Miss Sophia Hopkey (for this it appears was her 
name) to Mr. Wesley’s acquaintance, ‘as stated 
*There is a mistake in the date here. He 
wrote to Causton the Sth of July, and to Mr. 
Williamson on the llth Auguét. [See Wesley's 
Journal, lst vol. American edition.) 
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by the above biographers: and, after, fixing ‘him 
in the pillory, he draws his, btand, and: thus 
daubs it on him:—'To say the: best it,’ 
Wesley violated the laws of fidelity and confi- 
dence jn recording it in his\Journal!! ». This 
book is not in our possession; bet);Wesley’s 
Life, written by one of them, (Mr...Moore;) is. 
He thus prefaces the narratives—‘There is @ 3i- 
lence observed in Mr. Wesley’s Journal in re- 
spect to some parts of this event, which it. is 
possible has caused even friendly readers to 
hesitate concerning the propriety'of his cons 
duct, or at least concerning the propriety whieh 
they might be led to expect from so great a 
character. But what has hitherté| been defec~ 
tive, | am happy in being able tosupply.. ‘The 
actors of this scene are now, we may hope, ina 
better world. The last of them died a very few 
years before Mr. Wesley. J am ‘not therefore 
bound,as Mr. Wesley thought himself, when he 
published the account, to let a veil be thrown 
over this transaction; but rather to let his inno- 
cency appear as the light, and his just in, 

as the noonday.’ After some additional andes 
planatory remarks, he introduces M'Call’s 
tract with some. variation in wotds but not in 
sense. Mr. Delamotte (a friend of Mr. Wesne 
ley’s) had not learned to defy suspicion, He 
thought he saw in her semblance of. worth, not 
substance. He, therefore, embraced an oppor- 
tunity of expostulating with Mr. Wesley, and 
asked him if he designed to marry Miss Sophia? 
At the same time set forth in a sttong light her 
art and his simplicity. Though pleased with 
the attention of his fair friend, Mt. Wesley had 
not allowed himself to determine upon mar- 
tiages Mr. Delamotte’s question not a little 
puzzled him. He waived an answer at that 
time; and perceiving the prejudice ef -Mr. Del- 
amotte’s mind against the young lady, he called 
on Bishop Nitscham, and consulted him; his 
answer was short; marriage said he, you kuow 
is not unlawful. Whether itis now expedient 
for you, and whether this lady is a proper, match 
for you ought to be maturely weighed, ,Find- 
ing his perplexity increase, he determined to 
propose his doubts to the elders of the. Mora- 
vian Church. When he entered the house,where 
they met together, he found Mr. Delamotte sit- 
ting among them. On his proposing. the busi- 
ness, the bishop replied, We have considered 
your case, will you abide by our decision? he 
answered, I will, Then said the:bishop, We 
advise you to proceed no farther in this busi- 
ness. He replied, The will of the Lord be 
done. From this time he cautiously avoided 
every thing that tended to continue the intima- 
cy. Soon after this a young gentlewoman, who 
had been sometime before married to the sur- 
geon of the colony, and had sailed with the gen- 
eral from Europe, sent for him, and, related to 
him, under promise of secrecy, what we shall now 
decijare concerning the hitherto mysterious part 
of this circumstance, adding these words:—] 
had no rest till I resolved to tell you the whole 
affair. I have myself. been urged to that beha- 
viour toward you which I am now ashamed ta 
mention: both Miss Sophia and mygelt were or- 
dered if we could. not succeed, even to 

you nothing. This is M’Call’s extract. If the 
reader is not tired, he may find a farther illustra- 
tion in Moor’s Life of Wesley. It would seem 
that our author, march some 
style with his lautel#, cloges this ‘part of his ‘for- 
est’ tour with the following flourish:—‘I have 
discussed this subject Mis length than I in- 

tended, because ‘Mr. Wesley has been spoken 

of by some of his followers ‘as the supérior of 


. 
+ 
‘ 


St. Paal; in:point of religious zeal.’ Now we 


assert; that. we have been acquainted with many 
of'Mr. Wesley's followers, and with many of 
theie books for between forty and fifty years,and 
we never tead or heard suchan expression. It 
is, we confess, a little consoling that while he is 
retiting from the field of acrion, our historian 
indulges a small cluster of sympathy to rise in 
his breast toward his victim. And so he lays 
down his weapons by saying, ‘He (Wesley) is 
ne to give an account of himself to his proper 
Soden by whom, I doubt not, all his iniquities 
are pardoned.’ Thus, courteous reader, we 
have been led incidentally to give you a spect- 
men of ‘the History of Georgia.’ It might be 
that this was the thickest ‘forest’ he had to pen- 
etente: Like Southey, in writing Mr. Wesley's 
Life,/he got out of his latitude. We forbear 
enlarging farther. The subject has been so ably 
elucidated by Mr. Wesley's best biographers, 
that to attemptany thing of the kind here would 
berlike holding a candle in the light of the sun. 
Even the foregoing strictures would not have 
bees attempted, had not the charges against Mr. 
Wesley been found in a book with such a dig. 
nified title as “The History of Georgia,’ and even 
there we let them remain unnoticed upward of 


twenty 
The fer. Messrs. Thomas Humphries and 
John Majors, were the first missionaries of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, who visited Geor- 
ia. B. A. was appointed the year before, but 
id not go. They arrived in 1786. In 1789 
the Rev. Hope Hull was stationed on what was 
then called Burk circuit. He was one of the 
most zealous and useful men of the Charch in 
the southern states. He occasionally visited 
Savanosh. A Mr. John Weisenbaker, in the 
neighborhood of Goshen, about sixteen miles 
above the city, was the first man who entertain- 
ed a Methodist preacher in these parts, since 
Mr. Wesley's day. In the city he was hospita- 
bly acopmmodated by Mr. John Miller, a tanner, 
afterward elder in the Presbyterian Church. He 

ached a few times in the court house. In 

790 Hall was stationed in the city. The chair 

maker's shop'of Mr, Lowry, corner of Bernard 
and South Broad-streets was occupied as preach- 
ing house. Philip Mathews also occasionally 
visited the city, and preached. He afterward 
joined Hamit’s party, and finally the Protestant 

iscopal Church. Hull met here the usual 
salutations from mobs, except in this, that they 
honored him with showers of old English cop- 
pers and frogs, instead of brick bats. His name 
appears non the Minutes, as stationed in 
Savannah in the year 1793. In 1796 the names 
of the Rev. Jonathan Jackson and Josias Ran- 
die ap for Savannah, in connection with 
Burk eireuit. But they had little or no success. 
Here clése the attempts to establish Methodism 
in Savannah during the pastcentury. The effort 
was renewed early in this. 

| ‘ [Tobe Continued. | 
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From the Western Argus, Published at Lyons, 


New York. 

| OBPTUARY COMMUNICATION. 

Departed this life, on the 20th ultimo, Mrs. 
Ann Cots, in the 87th year of her age. She 
was the widow of the late: Rev. John Cole, 
and mother of Mrs. Robinson, wife of the Me- 
thodist minister of that name, Mr. Johh Cole, 
of Baltimore, and of Mr. Joseph Cole, our neigh- 


bor, at whose house she died. Her death was 
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brought on by some disease in the chest, gradu- 
ally fastened upon her, and rendered incurable 
by old age. In her sickness, no care or aid 
was wanting to her comfort, which filial affec- 
tion, under the direction of medical science, 
could apply. And at her funeral, which took 
place on Wednesday last, the highest respect 
for her memory, and the general sympathy of 
the vicinity with her bereaved connexions, were 
solemnly and appropriately manifested. The 
funeral service was impressively performed by 
the Rev, Mr Tompkinson,in conformity with 
the discipline of the Methodist church, and a 
pewerful and edifying discourse preached, on 
the occasion, from the last clause of the 10th 
verse of the 22d chapter of the book of Num- 
bers. The deceased was buried by the side of 
her husband’s gtave, on the farm which he oc- 
cupied in his life time, upon a beautiful eleva- 
tion, on the border of the Canandaigua outlet. 


Mrs. Cole was born on Christmas day, in 1746, 
in Gloucestershire, in England, where she be- 
came a professor of religion, at about the age 
of 21 years. Three years afterwards she was 
married. Her husband was a local preacher in 
the Methodist connexion. In the spring of 
1785, he removed with his family to the United 
States, and took up his residence in Maryland; 
from whence he came in 1799, with hia wife and 
younger children, to the place where Mrs. Cole 
died. They were the first settlers east of this 
village within the limits of what now constitutes 
the county of Wayne, and he the first regular 
Methodist preacher within the county; and it is 
believed he officiated as such, before any 
preacher of any other denomination, within the 
same limits. 


Mrs. Cole was well acquainted with the ren- 
erable founder of the Methodist Society, in 
England, and most of the other early leaders of 
that connexion; and often enjoyed their con- 
versation, and partook of religious exercises 
with them, at her own house in the town of 
Tewkesbury. She was probably the eldest mem- 
ber of the Methodist church in America, having 
been one of its communicants about 66 years. 
Seldom has any church been blessed with a 
more worthy member. 


In her domestic relations, Mrs. Cole exempli- 
fied, in a remarkable degree, the most amiable 
union of the active and passive virtues. With 
uncommon industry, order, economy, persever- 
ance and kindness, she ever associated patience, 
forbearance and equanimity of temper. No jar 
of feeling was ever discovered, either by word 
or action, between her and her husband, and 
she had the most effective control of her child- 
ren, without any resortto violence. Discharging 
the duties of a wifeand mother, with a profound 
sense of the deep and enduring responsibility of 
these relations, she exerted her rightful influ- 
ence, and preserved her proper elevation in the 
family circle. By a cheerful and habitual obe- 
dience to the law of love, she commended to 
her household, with a happy success, a similar 
obedience; and thus secured to them and to 
herself a rich harvest of domestic enjoyments. 
The true graces of the Christian spirit seem to 
have been early and divinely wrought into the 
texture of her soul, and to have flowed out na- 
turally in the whole tenor of her life and con- 
versation. Her faith being pure and bright, well 
founded afd carefully cherished by holy means, 
diffused over all her affections, and throughout 
the long path of her life, the peaceable fruits of 


righteousness, With the solemn engagedness 
and piety of the Christian Character, she dis- 


played, in all her walks, the cheerful animation 
and active exertion of a grateful and consider- 
ate disciple of the Saviour. She had that calm- 
fiess and serenity of soul, which a firm belief in 
immortality, and unshaken trust 1n God, are 
calculated to inspire. The trials of life, while 
they tested, and sometimes tasked, the high 
qualities of her heart, seemed only to enlarge 
and strengthen them. At last, they prepared 
‘her, under the gracious providence of God, 
for that signal manifestation of patient resigna- 
tion and glorious hope, through which she came 
off more than conqueror, in the great trial by 
which her life was terminated. Her example, 
in living and dying, constitutes a blessed inheri- 
tance to her children, and must serve to fix 
forever, in their minds, and deeply to impress 
upon those of all who enjoyed an acquaintance 
with her, the fervent prayer, which was well 
selected as the text of her funeral discourse, 
“Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end be like his.’”’. 


ITEMS. 


PORTUGAL. 


Lonvow, July 24, (evening.)—The latest intelligence 
from Oporto is to the 15th inclusive. No attack bad 
been made on the town; but it is expected that on the 
20th Marshal Bourmont would have had time to make 
his surveys, and commence active operations. The in- 
terest of the next arrivals from O therefore, will 
be the intelligence of the anticipated attack on the town 
by the French Marshal. 

In the South the last advices left the Duke of Palme!- 
la at Lagos on the Sthinst. They state that he was oc- 
cupied in the judicial and administrative organization of 
the province of Algarve. The whole of that part of 
the South of Portugal is represented as being favorably 
inclined to the Queen; but the Constitutional troops 
have not yet entered Beja, which is their next point for 
occupation. . 

Intelligence of the highest interest from Oporto and 
from the South of Portugal may be expected within the 
next three days. . 

At a late hour last night we received Oporto papers 
to the 13th, and letters from our correspondent to the 
Sth. No attack had been attempted on Oporto by the 
Miguelite force. 

Don Pedro has given Captain Napier the title of Vis- 
count of iy St. Vincent, and appointed him Admiral 
of the Royal Armada of Portugal 

Lowpon, July 31.—The Irish Temporalities Charch 
Bill had passed the House of Lords by a large majority. 
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